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On behalf of the office staff and the editorial board of the Journal of the National Medical Association 
(JNMA), we would like to extend our thanks to all of our reviewers during the past year for your outstanding 
contributions. We continue to see an increase in the number of submissions to JVMA as well as the quality. An 
increasing number of manuscripts are being supported by NIH, CDC, AQHR and private peer-review 
foundations. JNMA is clearly becoming the journal of choice for healthcare disparity issues. We can afford to be 
somewhat more selective, and our rejection rate of 45% approaches that of other major medical journals. Our 
impact factor increased nearly 55% this past year alone. 


The reviews submitted by you are among the best that I have seen among a number of major medical journals 
that I have worked with. The office regularly receives letters from authors thanking JNMA for such thorough and 
helpful reviews, which enables them to produce much better manuscripts. That fulfills one of our primary 
missions of teaching authors, especially young authors, how to write better manuscripts. We have several new 
and exciting programs under review for implementation during the coming year, and we certainly look forward 
to your ongoing support, suggestions and recommendations as to how to continue to improve the overall quality 
of JNMA. A major initiative for the coming year is to transition to a web-based manuscript tracking system, and 


we ask your indulgence as we work though the nuances of this new system. 


To become a JNMA peer reviewer, please contact Angie Redd, aredd@nmanet.org and provide your full contact 


information and areas of interest. 


Please enjoy a safe and joyous holiday season. 
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The National Medical Association’s 2006 Annual Convention and Scientific Assembly 


August 5-10, 2006 @ Dallas, TX @ http://nmanet.org/Conferences_National.htm 


The National Medical Association's Scientific Assembly is acclaimed as the nation’s foremost forum on medical 
science and African American health. Each year, more than 5,000 African American physicians and other health 
professionals from across the country convene to participate in the scholarly exchange of medical advances 
and to develop health policy agenda for the coming year. 


Through NMA's 24 Scientific Specialty Sections, the NMA Convention and Scientific Assembly attracts the 
broadest spectrum of African American physicians, academicians and scientists in the country. 


The scientific program will open on Saturday, August 5th with special postgraduate courses and continue from 
Sunday, August 6 through Thursday, August 10th with 24 concurrent Scientific Specialty sections ranging from 
Aerospace and Military Medicine to Women's Health. 
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